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����������������	������ the level of tariff depends on technology
The costs of this support instrument pay the electr icity consumers 
with the electricity bill
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The German Renewable Energy Policy -
Support Instruments -
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Structure of primary energy consumption in Germany,  2008
 

Hard coal
13 %

Lignite
11 %

Mineral oils
35 %

other renewables 
0.3 %

RES share

   7.0%2)

Hydropower  0.5 %

Wind energy  1.0 %

Biomass  5.2 % 3)

Natural Gas
22 %

Nuclear energy
12 %

Total: 14,003 PJ 1)

1) PEC 2008, based on AGEB, date: February 2009; 2)  the (off icial) physical energy content method has been used (acc. to the substitution method: 9.2 %); 
 3)  solid, liquid, gaseous biomass, biogenic share of w aste, biofuels landfill and sew age gas; RES - Renew able energy sources;

Source:  BMU-Brochure "Renew able energy sources in f igures - national and international development", KI III 1; Version: June 2009; all f igures provisional
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Renewable energy sources as a share of  
energy supply in Germany 
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1 ) Source: Renewable Energy Sources Act (EEG 2009) from 25.10.2008 and Renewable Energies Heat Act (EEWärmeG) from 7.8.2008
2) Source:  Directive of the European Parliament and the Council on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources (2009/28/EC); 

3) For calculating the share of  primary energy consumption (PEC), the (o fficial)  physical energy content method has been used (acc. to  the substitution method: 9.2 %); 
4)  Goal: 12 % energetic; Source: National Biomass Action P lan for Germany

RES - Renewable energy sources; Source: BM U-Brochure "Renewable energy sources in figures --national and international development" , KI III 1; Version: June 2009; all figures provisional 

German Government 
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The German Renewable Energy Policy

Primary energy supply from renewable energy sources
in Germany, 2008

Solar thermal energy
1.5 %

Geothermal energy
1.0 %

Biogenic liquid fuels 
3.6 %

Biogas 
10.8 %

Biogenic share 
of waste 

5.9 %

Photovoltaics
1.5 %

Biogenic solid fuels 
39.5 %

Wind energy
14.9 %

Hydropower
7.8 %

Biogenic fuels
13.5 %

Total: 979.1 PJ

Source:  BMU-Brochure "Renew able energy sources in figures – national and international development", KI III 1; June 2009; provisional figures
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The German Renewable Energy Policy

- The developemt of payment under the EEG -

Feed-in and payment under the Electricity Feed Act (StrEG) and the 
Renewable Energy Sources Act (EEG) in Germany since  1991
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1. August 2004
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1. January 1991

StrEG: Act on the Sale of Electricity to the Grid; EEG:  Renew able Energy Sources Act
  Source: BMU Publikation "Erneuerbare Energien in Zahlen – nationale und internationale Entw icklung", KI III 1; Version: June 2009; provisional f igures       

EEG 
1. April 2000
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The German Renewable Energy Policy

- Industry and Employment -

Benefits for Industry / Employment:
• The number of employees in the Renewable Energy Ind ustry  

raised from 160.000 in 2004 to approx. 280.000 in 2 008.

• Turnover from the Construction and Operation of 
Renewable Energy Powered Installations in Germany ( 2008)
Total: approx. 28,7 billion Euro
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The Future German Renewable Energy Policy

27th of September 2009: New Government elected

View on Renewable Energies (examples):

Clear statements to
– Support of binding EU-targets: 20% RE in 2020,
– Increase the share of RE in Germany: 

• Maintain but improve the support instruments like t he Renewable Energy Act,
• Reduction of feed in tariffs for Photovoltaic are u nder discussion, 

– Intensify Research and Developing 
• on electro mobility and,
• Energy Storage Systems

– Use Information Technologies 
• to combine different (RE) power stations for energy  supply on demand (Virtuell

Power Plants),
• for intelligent use of energy (e.g. shut off high e nergy consumer from the grid if 

energy not needed)   
– Increase the use Bio energy; but the effect of incr easing use of biomass for 

energetic purposes on other usage – e.g. food produc tion - must be taken 
seriously
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The Future German Renewable Energy Policy

Additionally activities of the German Government fo r future development 
of Renewable Energies (examples):

– Support of  DESERTEC = > Solarthermal Power Plant Pr oject in 
Mediterranean countries (North Africa),

– Project SUPERGRID: Interconnection of Offshore-Wind  parks in the North-
Sea and Baltic Region.

• Activities in Indonesia (examples):
– Support of a Geothermal Project in Aceh.
– Support of a project guided by GTZ in the area of S mall-Hydro-Power plants,
– Events under the logo “Renewables Made in Germany” co nducted by 

EKONID

The success of Renewable Energies in Germany will g o on.

Additional Information: www.erneuerbare-energien.de


